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Supplying positive signs at the quayside 

 

Welcome to the ninth edition of 'Service Without Boundaries', the U-Freight Group's customer 

newsletter. 

 

The supply side of this industry is based on the capacity of the transport modes. It is influenced 

completely by the price of this capacity, traditionally known as rates. 

 

While it is difficult to remember a time with more pressures from such a range of tragic natural 

disasters, climatic events and economic stress on the global supply chain, there is a positive supply 

side story circulating. 

 

There has been much talk around equipment availability and space. Lowering demand for space 

since the Lehman’s crash has seen much capacity, often in older ships, mothballed. Within a year, 

however, we should see a wave of newbuild container ships arrive in the market, many capable of 

10,000 plus capacities.  

 

As we face the anticipated – and the unexpected – challenges of the coming years, at least we can 

be sure that capacity at sea and the quayside should not be the headache it might have otherwise 

been. 

 

I am pleased that, again, this issue is full of articles about the investment, which UFL is making in 

our services across the globe and in different sectors. Our next edition is a landmark – the tenth. 

We will continue to use this channel of communication to deal with the issues that matter in the 

U-Freight Group’s supply chain.  

 



 

LATEST NEWS 

U-FREIGHT IN NEW NANJING OFFICE   

We are pleased to report that Shanghai Rijin International Freight Co Ltd has relocated its 

Nanjing office to further improve and strengthen its customer service levels. With 

immediate effect, Shanghai Rijin is located at New World Center Building in Nanjing. 

Telephone and fax numbers have remained the same.  

 Read more 

U-FREIGHT ON THE MOVE IN SPAIN   

Following last year’s improvements to its facilities in Madrid with the move to a new office 

there, U-Freight’s associate in Spain, Tracosa, in pursuit of its policy of having offices at 

the main airports and ports in Spain, has completed its move to a new office at Valencia 

airport. 

 Read more 

CAPITAL POSITION IN BEIJING   

As a global freight forwarder, it is always vital that the U-Freight Group (UFL) maintains a 

presence at all of the world’s major cargo gateways. 

 Read more 

UFL SAYS TRADE FACILITATION CANNOT BE LEFT OUT OF MULTILATERAL 

TRADE NEGOTIATIONS   

We are backing the call by the director general of the World Trade Organization (WTO) to 

include trade facilitation in a new package of multilateral trade negotiations. 

 Read more 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INDUSTRY FACTOR FOCUS 

TAILORED LOGISTICS SERVICES FOR GARMENTS AND ACCESSORIES   

There is one trend that is enduring in the fashion business - to get the garments to the 

shops on time. That is where U-Freight's tailor-made services really work - whatever the 

season. 

 Read more 



 

NOTA BENE 

US SAYS NO TO CERTAIN ALUMINIUM PRODUCTS   

US Customs has recently issued a final determination on imposing anti-dumping duties 

on certain aluminium products. 

 Read more 

NEAR-SOURING GROWING FOR US MANUFACTURING   

We note that a significant trend in US manufacturing shows growth in the near-sourcing 

of goods from Mexico rather than Asia. 

 Read more 

MASSIVE INCREASE IN GLOBAL CONTAINER SHIP FLEET CAPACITY PLANNED 

FOR 2012 

We note that next year will see a massive boost in containerised seafreight capacity with 

230 ships planned for delivery with 1.55 million teu coming on stream. Many of these will 

be mega-ships, capable of carrying 10,000 teu or more. 

 Read more 

SHIPPING RATES UNLIKELY TO RISE DURING THIS YEAR’S PEAK SEASON   

We note that commercial pressures in the shipping business are unlikely to lead to 

higher rates in the vital Q3 peak traffic period as weak restocking and overcapacity are 

likely to keep rates muted. 

 Read more 

CALL FOR WASHINGTON TO BETTER ENFORCE EXISTING LITHIUM BATTERY 

RULES   

We agree with calls from a group of trade associations, representing manufacturers of 

batteries, consumer electronics and medical devices as well as air freight companies and 

retailers and The International Air Cargo Association (TIACA) and the Cargo Airline 

Association, that the US Department of Transportation should enforce old rules on the 

movement of lithium batteries rather than designate the batteries as full-blown 

hazardous cargo. 

 Read more 

ICAO AND WCO JOIN FORCES TO STRENGTHEN AIR CARGO SECURITY   

The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and the World Customs 

Organization (WCO) have signed a MoU for increased cooperation to protect air cargo 

from acts of terrorism or other criminal activity and for speeding up the movement of 

goods by air. 

 Read more 



 

 

FUTURE OF US 100% CONTAINER SCREENING QUESTIONED BUT STILL 

STANDS   

Plans for 100% screening of all US inbound containers from foreign ports may be put on 

ice. Instead, a more layered approach to container security may be implemented. This 

new approach may include scanning, data analysis, risk analysis, physical checks and 

closer co-operation with ports and countries around the world. 

 Read more 

FULL ENS COMPLIANCE TO COMMENCE ON JULY 1, 2011   

We would like to inform readers that stringent mandatory enforcement of the European 

Union (EU) Entry Summary declaration (ENS) will begin on July 1, 2011. This follows a 

period of operation since the scheme went into effect on January 1, 2011. 

 Read more 

REVISED CHARGES FOR CARGO HANDLING AT SINGAPORE   

We have been advised by SATS Ltd at Singapore Changi Airport that cargo charges at 

the airport have been revised from the beginning of July. 

 Read more 

Anyone who has any questions about the items contained in this newsletter should get in touch with your ufreight 

office. Please visit our website on a regular basis for more items of breaking news. 

 



 

 

U-FREIGHT IN NEW NANJING OFFICE                       

 

We are pleased to report that Shanghai Rijin International Freight Co Ltd has relocated its Nanjing 

office to further improve and strengthen its customer service levels. With immediate effect, 

Shanghai Rijin is located at New World Center Building in Nanjing. Telephone and fax numbers 

have remained the same. 

 

We believe that this relocation allows us to take advantage of what we see as China’s second phase 

of economic and industrial development and consolidates Shanghai Rijin’s position in the city. As a 

valued part of the U-Freight family, Shanghai Rijin allows its customers in Nanjing to connect with 

worldwide markets.  

 

Our staffs at the newly relocated office are settling quickly into their new location and will continue 

to offer the first-class service their customers have rightly come to expect. 

 

The new address of the Nanjing office is: 

 

Shanghai Rijin International Freight Co. Ltd., Nanjing Branch  

Room 3830, Block A, New World Center Building  

No. 88th Zhujiang Road, Nanjing  

P.R.China 210008 

 

Phone/fax numbers remain unchanged: 

 

Tel: (86) 25-86890063 / 86890064 / 86892032    

Fax: (86) 25-86890062 

 

 

 



 

 

U-FREIGHT ON THE MOVE IN SPAIN                        

 

Following last year’s improvements to its facilities in Madrid with the move to a new office there, 

U-Freight’s associate in Spain, Tracosa, in pursuit of its policy of having offices at the main airports 

and ports in Spain, has completed its move to a new office at Valencia airport. 

 

This is a new site in the cargo area, above Tracosa’s own warehouse, 100 metres from the customs 

office and 300 metres from the airport warehouses. 

 

With this new office, Tracosa has two bases in Valencia (port and airport); two offices in Barcelona 

(port and airport) and one office in Madrid (which handles air shipments from Madrid and the 

Bilbao area). The head office is in Barcelona city centre. 

 

The new office at Valencia airport is run by Emilio Llop, as sales manager; Viky Benavent as Export 

manager and Jose Vicente as Import Manager. 

 

From this office, Tracosa offers efficient and effective services, rates and sales support to improve 

business from the Mediterranean area (Castellon, Valencia, Alicante, Murcia, Almeria, Granada, 

etc). 

 



 

 



 

 

CAPITAL POSITION IN BEIJING                             

 

As a global freight forwarder, it is always vital that the U-Freight Group (UFL) maintains a presence 

at all of the world’s major cargo gateways. 

 

That is why we maintain a key presence at Beijing Capital International Airport, a gateway to China 

and also as a key aviation hub of Northeast Asia. 

 

Earlier this year, the airport officially inaugurated the ACLP (Airport City Logistic Park), a vital 

component of China’s first airport-based Free Trade Zone. 

 

In April, UFL-BJS moved its office into the ACLP zone. UFL-BJS secured a 550 sq m warehouse inside 

the bonded logistics centre. The new office and warehouse are conveniently located to the Cargo 

Terminals and within walking distance to Customs/CIQ Clearance Building, thus making us able to 

guarantee our quality service to our valued customers. 

 

An important feature of the facilities is the seamless connectivity from the integration of the five 

major function zones within ACLP, namely, the Air Cargo Terminals, the Express Centre, the Import 

Customs Supervision Area, the Export Consolidation Area, the Bonded Logistic Centre and the 

Office Complex. 

 

UFL-BJS can be contacted at: Room 408, CAE Building, T3 Cargo Area, Beijing Capital International 

Airport 

Tel: +86-10 64533060 Fax: +86-10 6453 3066 

 

 



 

 

UFL SAYS TRADE FACILITATION CANNOT BE LEFT OUT OF 

MULTILATERAL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS                     

 

We are backing the call by the director general of the World Trade Organization (WTO) to include 

trade facilitation in a new package of multilateral trade negotiations.  

 

Trade facilitation produces modern, efficient Customs procedures that are critical for international 

airfreight shipments, promoting economic growth. This facilitation is also important to developing 

countries, since inefficient trade procedures lose revenue for governments as well as for importers 

and exporters. UFL believes that the negative impact of inefficient trade procedures further 

manifests itself by impeding competition, therefore undermining investment in developing 

economies, and by limiting the efficiencies of domestic producers. 

 

The U-Freight Group is IATA-accredited and an aviation security-listed agent. We are proud that 

customers choose airfreight shipments with UFL when time is of the essence. Around the world we 

continue to offer specialist expertise in the complete range of air import, export, express courier 

and door-to-door services, as well as economy and charter operations. 

 

U-Freight's airfreight hubs have access to x-ray machines for cargo screening, roller beds that are 

convenient for constructing export consoles and deconsolidating import units, plus decompression 

facilities for oversized cargoes. Our facilities provide direct computerised links to national Customs 

authorities as well as 24/7 service. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

TAILORED LOGISTICS SERVICES FOR GARMENTS AND 

ACCESSORIES                                            

 

There is one trend that is enduring in the fashion business - to get the garments to the shops on 

time. That is where U-Freight's tailor-made services really work - whatever the season. 

 

Our centralised control coordinates transportation with production schedules at factories, 

proactively generating flight or vessel plans for better stock control at the destination to ensure the 

earliest release of garments. 

 

All our warehouses have racking for garments on hangers, which then transfer to a fleet of 

specially designed containers to get them to your markets wrinkle-free and in top condition. 

 

We consistently provide value-added options to our fast and reliable services ensuring shipments 

arrive at destination. These options include: 

-- A hand-carry service for "time-sensitive" samples  

-- Regular market updates on the worldwide garment market 

-- Website shipment tracking and tracing 

-- Website airway bill printing 

-- Regular reports 

-- Automatic e-mail pre-alerts on every shipment 

-- Automatic daily e-mail summaries of customers' worldwide shipments 

-- In-house computerized system for stock control and related functions 

-- Cost savings in transportation, warehousing and communications 

 

We will design a transportation solution to fit garment suppliers or importers so you can ensure 

timely delivery to your customers. 

 

 



 

 

US SAYS NO TO CERTAIN ALUMINIUM PRODUCTS          

 

US Customs has recently issued a final determination on imposing anti-dumping duties on certain 

aluminium products. 

 

The scope covers aluminium goods that are produced using an extrusion process. Examples of such 

goods include pipes, heat sinks, thresholds, frames, etc. However finished merchandise and goods 

that enter the country in an unassembled kit form are excluded. 

 

Anti-dumping duties can be as high as 374.15 percent in addition to regular duties. Goods subject 

to ADD/CVD require a different type of entry, and bond coverage will have to be increased. 

 

If you have an existing client or are approaching a potential customer that may be importing 

aluminium products, please contact us to further discuss this regulation. 

 





 

 

NEAR-SOURING GROWING FOR US MANUFACTURING      

 

We note that a significant trend in US manufacturing shows growth in the near-sourcing of goods 

from Mexico rather than Asia.  

 

Near-sourcing is the relocation of manufacturing away from a distant country, often on the other 

side of the world, to a nearer or neighbouring country. 

 

An industrial survey has found that almost 10 percent of US companies have already shifted 

manufacturing from Asia to Mexico while a third are considering undertaking it in the next three 

years. 

 

The U-Freight Group’s US arm is U-Freight America, Inc., which has offices in Chicago, New York, 

San Francisco and Los Angeles. It provides full-service freight forwarding services to clients 

throughout the 50 states. 

 

US manufacturers are following the lead of many European manufacturers who are turning their 

back on Asian and Far Eastern manufacturing and turning to plants in countries such as Morocco 

and Turkey. This trend has been powered by the lower freight costs from nearer countries as well 

as the greater convenience of having locations in nearer or the same time zone. 

 

Companies in the USA considering near sourcing in Mexico should remember that UFL’s network 

member Mexico Air Cargo Systems, S.A. de C.V has offices in Cancun, Guadalajara, Leon 

Guanajuato, Mexico City and Monterrey. 

 

 

 



 

 

MASSIVE INCREASE IN GLOBAL CONTAINER SHIP FLEET 

CAPACITY PLANNED FOR 2012                             

 

We note that next year will see a massive boost in containerised seafreight capacity with 230 ships 

planned for delivery with 1.55 million teu coming on stream. Many of these will be mega-ships, 

capable of carrying 10,000 teu or more. 

 

As a freight forwarder, we buy capacity on container ships throughout the world to move 

containers stuffed with our clients’ cargo 24/7. Our services depend on the availability of ships able 

to move these containers, often half way around the world, on time and to the printed schedule. 

We suffer frustration every time a container is bumped off a crowded service or delayed on the 

quayside because a ship lacks the capacity to move the box. 

 

Many of the mega-ships will be positioned on the Asia-Europe route. This influx could create 

another five loops, each with ten 13,000-teu vessels, which is welcome to the U-Freight Group. 

 

Naturally, the injection of 1.55 million teu or almost 10 percent of the 2010 total is likely to impact 

on rates. We look to shipping lines proactively bearing down on rates to attract traffic. When this 

happens, we will be in a position to pass on the reduced rates to our clients. 

 

 



 

 

SHIPPING RATES UNLIKELY TO RISE DURING THIS YEAR’S 

PEAK SEASON                                            

 

We note that commercial pressures in the shipping business are unlikely to lead to higher rates in 

the vital Q3 peak traffic period as weak restocking and overcapacity are likely to keep rates muted. 

 

Naturally, we have a vested interest in the movement of rates. We are a major customer of space 

on the world’s container fleet, buying vital shipping services for our worldwide customer base who, 

in turn, oil the wheels of international trade with the movement of parts, assemblies and finished 

goods from factory to warehouse or end user. 

 

We are cautious with reports that 2012 should see a massive increase in container ship tonnage 

and teu capacity. The basic economic theory of supply and demand suggests that, unless trade 

picks up, rates for this new capacity will fall. 

 

The U-Freight Group cares for our clients’ cargo 24/7. We don’t just monitor the shipping schedules 

of all the shipping lines, feeder services or road service on which we place our clients’ containers to 

guarantee the quickest and most timely delivery throughout the supply chain. 

 

We also monitor 24/7 the rates demanded by all transport modes in order to secure best value and 

the most cost-efficient services for our clients. 

 

 

 



 

 

CALL FOR WASHINGTON TO BETTER ENFORCE EXISTING 

LITHIUM BATTERY RULES                                 

 

We agree with calls from a group of trade associations, representing manufacturers of batteries, 

consumer electronics and medical devices as well as air freight companies and retailers and The 

International Air Cargo Association (TIACA) and the Cargo Airline Association, that the US 

Department of Transportation should enforce old rules on the movement of lithium batteries 

rather than designate the batteries as full-blown hazardous cargo.  

 

Recent air cargo incidents arising from lithium battery shipments were not attributable to properly 

packaged compliant shipments. Instead they arose from shippers failing to comply with the 

established FAA rules on the movement of lithium batteries. 

 

The U-Freight Group echoes the call that stricter enforcement of the current rules, which are 

adequate to secure the safety of the supply chain. Re-classifying this trade as a dangerous cargo 

will have repercussions on packaging, labelling, documentation, training and other procedures. 

This can only sharply raise shipping costs and result in huge delivery backlogs or the use of slower 

transport modes such as ocean.  

 

As a business, the U-Freight Group has a dedicated arm for the movement of electronic goods and 

components safely and securely in a timely manner 24/7 throughout our global network. We 

expertly move high value components, avoiding rapid obsolescence and product complexity, 

U-Freight has responded to the needs of manufacturers by developing a range of value-added 

services that reduce cycle times and improve performance.  

 

These include providing inbound logistics to production facilities, vendor hubs, turnkey production 

of hardware and software kits, integrated warehousing and transportation, product delivery and 

installation and aftermarket parts distribution. 

 

If you have any electronic equipment that requires expert handling or have any questions on the 

safe and legal handling of lithium batteries, please contact your local U-Freight office. 

 

 



 

 

ICAO AND WCO JOIN FORCES TO STRENGTHEN AIR CARGO 

SECURITY                                                

 

The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) and the World Customs Organization (WCO) 

have signed a MoU for increased cooperation to protect air cargo from acts of terrorism or other 

criminal activity and for speeding up the movement of goods by air. 

 

Cooperation will focus on aligning the regulatory framework relative to air cargo and will include 

electronic advance data, the sharing of information at various levels, training and risk management. 

More stringent ICAO standards concerning air cargo will be applicable. 

 

At U-Freight, we are determined to play an active role in the development of freight security in the 

supply chain and our aim is to maintain a secure environment and preserve the integrity of each of 

our freight facilities around the world to protect our customers' assets at every stage of their 

transportation. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

FUTURE OF US 100% CONTAINER SCREENING QUESTIONED 

BUT STILL STANDS                                        

 

Plans for 100% screening of all US inbound containers from foreign ports may be put on ice. 

Instead, a more layered approach to container security may be implemented. This new approach 

may include scanning, data analysis, risk analysis, physical checks and closer co-operation with 

ports and countries around the world. 

 

The requirement to scan every single ocean container entering the USA was introduced by 

Congress in 2007 and meant that all containers would need to X-rayed at the foreign port of 

loading by 2014. 

 

The U-Freight Group stands 100% behind any attempt by legislative or regulatory authorities to 

enhance security in the global supply chain. We will never, on principle, ever compromise the 

safety of our staff, customers, the global freight industry and the wider community. 

 

Many may have heard US Homeland Security chief Janet Napolitano suggest that the plans for 

screening will be revisited. However, U-Freight wishes to remind our customers that the plans for 

100% scanning still stand and, currently, will be implemented in 2014 as planned. 

 

 

 



 

 

FULL ENS COMPLIANCE TO COMMENCE ON JULY 1, 2011   

 

We would like to inform readers that stringent mandatory enforcement of the European Union (EU) 

Entry Summary declaration (ENS) will begin on July 1, 2011. This follows a period of operation 

since the scheme went into effect on January 1, 2011. 

 

ENS requires a cargo declaration 24 hours prior to loading by carriers a vessel and at least four 

hours prior to arrival of an aircraft. ENS is required for all shipments destined for an EU Member 

State, or touching the EU prior to continuing its journey to a third country. This cargo is referred to 

as FROB (Foreign Cargo Remaining on Board). In all cases, the ENS must be reported to the first EU 

port of arrival.  

 

Failure to supply timely or complete information may mean that your cargo may be left behind on 

the quayside or the apron. You should fully expect EU customs to issue fines and delay vessels if 

there are any issues with paperwork. 

 

While the responsibility for reporting lies with the carrier, shippers must supply the information in 

a timely fashion to the freight forwarder. This is another challenge for U-Freight members involved 

in the global supply chain. 

 

The information shippers need to report for all shipments: 

•    Clear description of goods  

•    Harmonised or HS Code to a minimum of four digits (six digits is preferable)  

•    Number of packages  

•    Cargo gross weight in kilos  

•    UN Dangerous Goods Code (if applicable)  

•    Full name and street address of the shipper  

•    Full name and street address of the consignee  

•    Full name and address of notified party when goods are carried under a negotiable "To 

order" Bill of Lading  

 

 

If the shipment is a full container load, the following will also be required:  

•    Container Number  

•    Container Seal Number  



 

 

ENS data must be reported 24 hours prior to departure for ocean freight and four hours prior to 

departure for air freight. 

 

 

  



 

 

REVISED CHARGES FOR CARGO HANDLING AT SINGAPORE 

 

 

We have been advised by SATS Ltd at Singapore Changi Airport that cargo charges at the airport 

have been revised from the beginning of July. 

 

The key changes consist of late lodge-in of loose cargo for acceptance fees, perishable cold room 

storage charges and dangerous goods compliance checking fee. 

 

While there is generally no change for the bulk of export cargo lodged-in before the published 

close-out time, this charge will apply if cargo is lodged-in late, requiring additional resources for 

checking, build up and documentation.  

 

The charge, where imposed, will be SGD0.30 per kg or part thereof, subject to a minimum of 

SGD20 per shipment. There are exclusions as to cargo types charged and late lodge-ins are subject 

to acceptance on a case-by-case basis. 

 

In order to discourage consignees from keeping perishables in SATS’ cold rooms beyond 18 hours, a 

charge of SGD0.60 per kg or part thereof, subject to a minimum charge of SGD60 per shipment for 

perishable shipments not cleared from SATS within the first 18 hours from its flight’s actual time of 

arrival (ATA) or lodged-in early more than 18 hours before its flight’s scheduled time of departure 

(STD) is imposed. 

 

The dangerous goods compliance checking fee replaces the previous one. The checking fee is 

SGD30 per shipment of dangerous goods, excluding general cargo or perishable shipments packed 

in dry ice, under 50 kg or SD50 per shipment of dangerous goods, excluding general cargo or 

perishable shipments packed in dry ice, over 50 kg. 

 

 


