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Welcome to the seventh edition of ‘Service Without Boundaries’, the U-Freight Group’s 

customer newsletter.  

 

Those colleagues who are familiar with the Chinese tradition of naming years after animals 

know that this coming year is the year of the rabbit. People born in the year of the rabbit 

seldom gamble, as they are conservative and wise. These could be watchwords for the 

business community in those markets that have taken an economic pounding over the last 

three years and are now looking towards recovery. 

 

It is also significant that the year of the rabbit is known as a placid year, very much 

welcomed and needed after the ferocious year of the Tiger. The message is to go off to 

some quiet spot to lick your wounds and get some rest after all the battles which 

characterise the Year of the Tiger.  

 

Not that we in UFL will be resting. The Chinese economy remains strong and this year UFL 

will continue to bring the goods and materials that Chinese manufacturers and consumers 

require while at the same time taking Chinese manufactured goods to markets worldwide. 

 

The visit of Chinese president Hu Jintao to the United States back in January allowed the 

two men to announce job-creating business deals worth billions of dollars to US companies. 

The business deals were among the highlights of a ceremony-packed day seen as key to 

building trust between the world's top two powers. Increasing trade between the two 

superpowers will only profit both their own economies and the wider world economy.  

 

As one of the world’s leading independent freight forwarders, it is clear that UFL has a 

direct interest in the stability and growth of trade between these two economic giants. 

Taking US goods to China and bringing Chinese products back to US consumers will 

remain a key driver to UFL business activity this year.  

 

Economists suggest that the global economy is transitioning from the bounce-back phase 

of the recovery toward a period of slower but more sustainable growth. Growth in most 

developing countries is increasingly running into capacity constraints, while in high-income 

and developing Europe and Central Asia growth is hampered by the concentrated nature of 

slack and ongoing restructuring.  



 

 

The capacity issue they identify cannot be ignored by UFL. While manager and traffic 

planners in UFL offices worldwide will continue to route cargoes over the quickest and most 

efficient routes, our buyers will continue to secure the best rates we can in every market 

and trade in which we operate. Our clients will continue to profit from choosing to ship their 

cargoes with us.  

 

'Service Without Boundaries', or the information provided on the UFL website by my 

colleagues at UFL offices worldwide, remains the ideal way to keep abreast of industry 

news around the globe. Please take the time to read this edition and I truly hope you find it 

interesting and worthwhile.  

 



 

LATEST NEWS 

U-FREIGHT ON THE MOVE IN CHINA   

As a result of steady business expansion, the UFL office in Yantai, China was relocated at 

the end of last year (this is the office of UFL subsidiary, Dalian China Express International 

Transportation Ltd). 

 Read more 

PLANNING STARTS FOR ANNUAL CONFERENCES   

More than 150 delegates from U-Freight’s worldwide office and agency network are 

expected to attend our Annual Worldwide Conference which will take place in Qingdao, 

China, later this year. 

 Read more 

U-FREIGHT READY TO HELP WITH NEW EU CUSTOMS REGULATIONS   

U-Freight wishes to assure all global clients that it can help them meet requirements of 

new European Union (EU) Customs regulations that come into force on January 1, 2011. 

 Read more 

DON'T GET CAUGHT OUT BY CONSENT TO SCREEN REGULATION IN USA   

U-Freight has been actively reminding US exporters that every shipment, which is 

forwarded on any aircraft, passenger or all cargo, must have a Consent to Screen form 

signed by the shipper in the USA. 

 Read more 

U-FREIGHT UK COMES TO THE RESCUE   

UFL subsidiary in the UK, U-Freight UK came to rescue when Jean McDonnell and Diana 

Dixon from the Runnymede Art Society asked for help with a delicate shipment of artworks 

from the UK to the USA. 

 Read more 

EARLY NEWS OF SOME MAJOR PLANS   

In future issues of 'Service without Boundaries' we will bring you news of some exciting 

developments that we are planning to introduce. 

 Read more 

 

 

 

 



 

 

TSA BRINGS FORWARD DEADLINE FOR SCREENING BELLYHOLD CARGO   

U-Freight would like to take the opportunity to remind shippers that the US Transportation 

Security Administration (TSA) is proposing to bring forward the deadline by which the air 

cargo industry must screen 100 percent of the cargo carried on passenger aircraft bound 

for the US. 

 Read more 

NEW PROPOSAL TO TACKLE ISSUE OF OVERWEIGHT CONTAINERS   

U-Freight notes that with the misdeclaration of container weights in the spotlight, the 

World Shipping Council is calling for mandatory weighing of all containers at port of 

departure before they are stowed aboard a vessel. 

 Read more 

NEWS IN BRIEF   

The shipping industry has emerged from the global recession with both carrier profitability 

and demand figures bearing this out, according to Drewry Shipping Consultant in its 

latest Container Forecaster analysis report, which also questions whether or not the 

industry has learnt anything from the recent crisis. 

 Read more 

 



 

INDUSTRY SECTOR FOCUS 

VALUE ADDED SERVICES   

Although cargo shipment remains our core business, we offer a number of support 

operations that enable you to exercise greater control over your supply chain.  

 Read more 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTA BENE 

DON'T GET CAUGHT OUT BY MALAYSIAN WOODEN PACKAGING REGULATIONS   

The U-Freight Group (UFL), with our large network of offices and services across Asia, 

would like to remind exporters to Malaysia that from January 1st 2011, ISPM 15 for all 

non-manufactured wood packaging material imported into Malaysia is being enforced.  

 Read more 

IATA RELEASES ONLINE DANGEROUS GOODS TOOL   

U-Freight notes that the International Air Transport Association (IATA) has officially released 

EasyDGR, an online application for shipping dangerous goods by air in compliance with 

industry regulations. 

 Read more 

Anyone who has any questions about the items contained in this newsletter should get in touch with your ufreight office. 

Please visit our website on a regular basis for more items of breaking news. 



 

 

U-FREIGHT ON THE MOVE IN CHINA                        

 

As a result of steady business expansion, the UFL office in Yantai, China was relocated at 

the end of last year (this is the office of UFL subsidiary, Dalian China Express International 

Transportation Ltd). 

 

 

The address of the new office is Room 1309, Huaxin International Building, No. 28, 

Changjiang Road, ETDZ Yantai 264006, China Tel. (86) 0535 3975315 Fax (86) 0535 

3975215 

 

As one of the first non-local forwarders to develop a network in China, UFL has continued to 

increase its presence in China through a range of strategic office openings and relocations 

that has worked to consolidate U-Freight’s strategic involvement in one of the world’s 

busiest and most important freight markets. 

 

 

The developments place the U-Freight group in a strong position to ensure a high profile in 

the Chinese import and export markets. In China the company operates under a number of 

brands including U-Freight China, Shanghai Rijin, Dalian China Express and Shanghai 

Renaissance - each servicing different trades or types of industry. 

 

 

Relocations, such as this in Yantai, allow us to take advantage of what we see as China’s 

second phase of economic and industrial development, we look to these developments to 

allow us to increase our intra-Asian services into and out of China which we are confident 

can only get even better. 

 

 

 



 

 

PLANNING STARTS FOR ANNUAL CONFERENCES          

 

More than 150 delegates from U-Freight’s worldwide office and agency network are 

expected to attend our Annual Worldwide Conference which will take place in Qingdao, 

China, later this year.  

 

By then, we should have a better idea about the strength of the global economic recovery 

and delegates from UFL’s worldwide office and agency network, will be able to review 

progress and plan strategy for the year ahead, as well as exchange latest market 

information and strengthen corporate links.  

 

Meanwhile, our subsidiaries and partners in Europe are busy planning the European 

conference which will take place in Munich in early May and focus on operational and 

service issues from a European perspective. 

 

The conference will take place just before the Transport Logistic 2011 Fair which has 

established itself as a very important exhibition for logistics, mobility, IT and supply-chain 

management and enjoys global recognition. It is a marketplace and a source of impetus 

that brings trade visitors from around the world together with exhibitors' innovative, 

future-oriented solutions. Integrated into the Transport Logistic 2011 is Air Cargo Europe, 

an exhibition and conference for the global air cargo business taking place for the fifth time. 

The extensive conference programme and the trade conference, the 5th Air Cargo Europe, 

provide an expert overview of new markets, trends and innovations in the international 

transport and logistics industry. 

 

 

 



 

 

U-FREIGHT READY TO HELP WITH NEW EU CUSTOMS 

REGULATIONS                                            

 

U-Freight wishes to assure all global clients that it can help them meet requirements of new 

European Union (EU) Customs regulations that come into force on January 1, 2011. 

 

As part of the implementation of the Import Control System (ICS) Customs process, it is 

now mandatory for carriers to electronically provide advance information for goods being 

imported from non-EU countries into the EU, Norway and Switzerland – or transiting them – 

to the relevant country’s Customs authority. 

 

Although the new law states that it is the carrier's responsibility to present the Entry 

Summary Declaration (ENS) to Customs, UFL recognises that it may initially be difficult for 

them to provide the relevant information in the required detail and format and on time. 

 

Hence, we would like to remind people that we are on hand to ensure we can provide 

continuous data exchange, together with the usual standards of customer support that our 

clients have come to depend upon. We have expertise on every aspect of the legislation, 

from EORI numbers to the varying time limits for lodging the ENS depending on means and 

duration of transportation. Experts in UFL offices know all the ins and outs of the new 

regulations. 

 

 



 

 

DON'T GET CAUGHT OUT BY CONSENT TO SCREEN 

REGULATION IN USA                                      

 

U-Freight has been actively reminding US exporters that every shipment, which is 

forwarded on any aircraft, passenger or all cargo, must have a Consent to Screen form 

signed by the shipper in the USA. 

 

The regulation has been brought in by the TSA (Transportation Security Administration) to 

bring greater security to the global supply chain. 

 

Any cargoes not accompanied by a Consent to Screen form will be held until such form is 

received or the consignment is returned to the shipper. 

 

Once a shipper has provided the Consent to Screen form for one shipment it will be good 

for all future shipments. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

U-FREIGHT UK COMES TO THE RESCUE                    

 

UFL subsidiary in the UK, U-Freight UK came to rescue when Jean McDonnell and Diana 

Dixon from the Runnymede Art Society asked for help with a delicate shipment of artworks 

from the UK to the USA. 

 

Paintings by UK artists winged their way across the Atlantic as part of a unique Town 

Twinning celebration between Runnymede and its American twin-town, Herndon, in Virginia, 

as part of the society's project 'International Painters & Poets UK-USA'. They were 

displayed as part of an exhibition by Herndon-based art group, ArtSpace, throughout 

December last year. 

 

Greg Easterbrook Managing Director said that the project was a new experience for the 

exhibitors so they had left us to arrange the whole project from packing the artwork in a 

custom built reinforced crate to delivery to the exhibition site. He was also pleased to 

confirm that we will be handling the return shipment in February as well. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

EARLY NEWS OF SOME MAJOR PLANS                     

 

In future issues of 'Service without Boundaries' we will bring you news of some exciting 

developments that we are planning to introduce.  

 

Later this year, we plan to upgrade our highly sophisticated AFSA, OFSA and WOS 

computer systems, which were developed in-house and have been running very 

successfully for many years.   

 

The U-Freight Group's investment in information technology over the years has paved the 

way for the development of an information network which transcends simple freight tracking 

applications to a system that allows visibility throughout the entire logistics process.  

 

Designed as a flexible, customised tool for managing the overall supply chain, our systems 

monitor shipments from purchase order generation to delivery to the end customer with 

on-line visibility, real-time status reports via Internet email and a wide variety of ad hoc 

reporting formats. Additional modules within the system include warehouse management 

and purchase order tracking functions to allow customised solutions to unique logistics 

requirements. 

 

We will also bring you some detailed information about our plans to implement a Wine 

Storage Management System in one of our logistics warehouse in Hong Kong. Currently, 

we are awaiting certification from Hong Kong Quality Assurance Agency (HKQAA) and are 

confident that the assessment will lead to us being recommend for certification by HKQAA. 

 

Finally, we are making major developments with our plans to register the UFL trademark 

and have obtained approvals from 12 main regions respectively, which we define as a 

completion of UFL global registration. We will bring you more details about this in our next 

newsletter. 

 

 

 



 

 

TSA BRINGS FORWARD DEADLINE FOR SCREENING 

BELLYHOLD CARGO                                       

 

U-Freight would like to take the opportunity to remind shippers that the US Transportation 

Security Administration (TSA) is proposing to bring forward the deadline by which the air 

cargo industry must screen 100 percent of the cargo carried on passenger aircraft bound 

for the US. 

 

Previously, TSA had said the deadline for screening 100 percent of international inbound 

cargo had been delayed until at least 2013, given the complex challenges associated with 

screening international inbound cargo carried on passenger aircraft. 

 

However, given recent global events related to air cargo security, TSA has alerted 

passenger carriers and their supply chain partners that 100 percent screening of 

international inbound cargo will be required by the end of the year. 

 

Carriers will have 30-45 days to comment on the new screening requirement, and TSA will 

evaluate the industry comments before making the requirement effective. If you have any 

queries about increased US cargo security measures, please do not hesitate to contact 

your usual U-Freight representative. 

 

 

 



 

 

NEW PROPOSAL TO TACKLE ISSUE OF OVERWEIGHT 

CONTAINERS                                             

 

U-Freight notes that with the misdeclaration of container weights in the spotlight, the World 

Shipping Council is calling for mandatory weighing of all containers at port of departure 

before they are stowed aboard a vessel. 

 

We understand that the Council, which represents the world's leading container shipping 

lines, is keen to reach agreement on the issue at the International Maritime Organisation's 

89th meeting in May this year so that a proposal can be introduced to amend the SOLAS 

convention and make weighing of containers a legal requirement. 

 

We also appreciate that while the WSC believes the weighing of every full export container 

before vessel loading is feasible and practical, many in the industry think that it will demand 

significant financial investment from the ports, may not bring as many improvements as the 

shipping lines believe, and could impact on productivity. 

 

As a freight forwarder offering significant oceanfreight services around the globe, UFL takes 

its responsibilities in regards to container weight declarations very seriously. For further 

information about our oceanfreight container services, please call your local U-Freight 

office. 

 

 

 



 

 

NEWS IN BRIEF                                            

 

The shipping industry has emerged from the global recession with both carrier profitability 

and demand figures bearing this out, according to Drewry Shipping Consultant in its latest 

Container Forecaster analysis report, which also questions whether or not the industry has 

learnt anything from the recent crisis.  

 

In the shipping sector, the active global containership fleet has increased 21 percent from 

11.55 million teu in January 2010 to 13.94 million teu at present following the entry of new 

tonnage and reactivation of idle capacity, according to Alphaliner. 

 

We also note that in the ports arena, Shanghai officially overtook Singapore as the world’s 

biggest container port in 2010, handling 29.05 million teu compared to Singapore’s 

estimated total container throughput at 28.4m teu. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

VALUE ADDED SERVICES                                  

 

Although cargo shipment remains our core business, we offer a number of support 

operations that enable you to exercise greater control over your supply chain. 

 

Customs liaison and consultancy - we work very closely with national Customs authorities 

and can offer extensive advice on customs procedures, rates of duty, as well as providing a 

full customs brokerage service.  

 

Hazardous goods - legislation in many countries requires that all companies distributing 

goods by air, road, rail or inland waterways need to have designated safety advisors and 

we offer dangerous goods consultancy services to ensure that customers meet the 

legislative requirements. 

 

Fiscal services - where necessary, we can provide full fiscal representation, market 

intelligence, and assist in product purchase and sales, including all documentation. 

 

These are just some of the support services that we offer, enabling you to move your 

cargoes direct from origin through to final destination, with total peace of mind. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

DON'T GET CAUGHT OUT BY MALAYSIAN WOODEN 

PACKAGING REGULATIONS                                

 

Malaysia that from January 1st 2011, ISPM 15 for all non-manufactured wood packaging 

material imported into Malaysia is being enforced. 

 

All cargoes that contain non-manufactured wooden packing materials, from all countries 

and regions, must have undergone fumigation by Heat Treatment (HT) or Methyl Bromide 

(MB) fumigation at the origin. 

 

Any cargoes accompanied by non-manufactured wood packaging material used to carry, 

pack, pad and support, and reinforce the goods, such as wooden casings, crates, pallets, 

frames, poles, wedges, sleepers and padding which has not been fumigated may be held 

up as Customs officers deal with the matter. 

 

According to Malaysian regulations, all wooden packaging materials (WPM) associated 

with consignments to the country should be labelled with an IPPC mark. 

 





 

 

IATA RELEASES ONLINE DANGEROUS GOODS TOOL        

 

U-Freight notes that the International Air Transport Association (IATA) has officially 

released EasyDGR, an online application for shipping dangerous goods by air in 

compliance with industry regulations. 

 

We understand that this is a customisable tool which allows shippers of hazardous 

materials to create an electronically validated Dangerous Goods Declaration (DGD), 

increasing safety, saving time, streamlining operations and reducing the chance that the 

shipment will be rejected by the carrier. 

 

Industry estimates are that as many as 60 percent of dangerous goods shipments rejected 

by airlines are due to mistakes in the documentation - a costly problem for the entire supply 

chain. 

 

The web-based solution features built-in intelligence to validate information for the DGD in 

real time, virtually eliminating mistakes. 

 

EasyDGR was created with the co-operation with the International Civil Aviation 

Organisation (ICAO) and developed and hosted by InfoTrustGroup. 

 

 

 

 


